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Mount Kisco Conservation Advisory Council Annual Report – 2015 

 

Pursuant to New York General Municipal Law Section 239-x Creation of conservation 

advisory council, the Mount Kisco Conservation Advisory Council (CAC) is submitting this 

annual report.  

In January, the CAC had a table at the Bedford 2020 Environmental Summit and Solar 

Action Day held at Fox Lane High School. Alison Bisbano designed a poster on some scientific 

aspects of climate change and we had literature on this topic available at the table.  

In May, we held a meeting on climate change that was attended by Village Trustee Peter 

Grunthal. The agenda included ICLEI’s ClearPath online emissions management tool, several 

programs that Mount Kisco has been participating in such as Solarize and Energize, the Climate 

Smart Communities Pledge which Mount Kisco has taken, a list of Climate Smart Communities 

Priority Actions, and CAC climate change recommendations. More detailed information about 

this meeting is available in the CAC minutes of May 5, 2015 which are posted on the Village 

website.  

In August, a meeting was held with Harry McCartney from the Mount Kisco Historical 

Society. He asked the CAC to join the historic hiking trail project. It was decided that the CAC 

would participate by adding a nature component to the project. Eventually information on nature 

will be obtainable along the trail through scanning with a smartphone.  

During the year the CAC made considerable progress on its natural resources inventory 

project. Jim Gmelin contacted Mike Rubbo, Director of Conservation Science at Teatown, who 

suggested that the CAC apply to the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 

Hudson River Estuary Program to obtain technical assistance. An application was submitted and 

Mount Kisco was chosen as a community eligible for such assistance. A CAC subcommittee 

under Jim Gmelin was formed and the project is progressing.  

With regard to development proposals before the Planning Board, the CAC gave 

comments on a proposed Jaguar/Land Rover dealership on the property of the existing BMW 

dealership on Kisco Avenue. The proposed project notably would involve severe disturbance of 

very steep slopes. Jim Gmelin presented CAC comments orally at a Planning Board meeting. 

The comments advocated that the project be subjected to a full SEQR review with an 

environmental impact statement. The CAC also submitted written comments on this project to 

the Zoning Board of Appeals. The project would need a number of zoning variances and the 

CAC recommended that the variances be denied.  



In October, I attended the 2015 New York State Conference on the Environment which 

was held in Ithaca. This conference is run by the New York State Association of Conservation 

Commissions (NYSACC) and the New York State Association of Environmental Management 

Councils (NYSAEMC). (I am a member of the Board of Directors of NYSACC. Carbon offsets 

were purchased for all NYSACC and NYSAEMC board members from outside the Ithaca area 

who drove to the conference.) At the conference the main focus of the presentations was on 

energy issues. There were also presentations on how climate change could affect the natural 

environment and on stormwater. As of this writing the powerpoint presentations from the 

conference have not yet been posted. Once they are posted a report on the conference can be 

written for submission to the Village.  

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Robert Liebman 

Chairperson, Mount Kisco Conservation Advisory Council 


